English 101
PreDraft C
Homework due:  Wednesday, October 10

Find the text of a significant political speech from one of the major presidential candidates (You might try Obama’s speech from the Democratic convention or Romney’s from the Republican convention.) or from a famous period in history (make sure that it is 4 -5 pages long at least). Try to look past whether you agree or disagree, whether you like the politician or not, and instead focus on what strategies the speaker is using to convince you, the reader.

After you have selected a reading, write a paragraph for to each of these questions:

· How effective do you think the author is  being in reaching their audience (and WHO is their audience)? Why do you think they’re effective or not?
· What methods do you think the author is using to convince the reader? Can you quote one of these places and explain HOW the author is convincing?
· What theory of persuasion or thinking is being used to convince the reader? To what degree are they focusing Orwellian strategies and to what degree are they following Haidtian strategies? Other kind of strategies?
· After reading this speech, explain a few of your thoughts on how persuasion works overall. How are we persuaded? Why do we try to persuade?

