ASSIGNMENT I
Interpretation

Writing/Reading Skills: Summarizing a Source, Interpreting a Source, Reflecting on How Interpretation Works
Sources: Angela Carter’s The Werewolf; Raymond Carer’s Feathers; Stanley Fish’s How to Recognize a Poem When you See One
Pre- and Post-drafts: See course wiki for due dates and copies of handouts  
Draft: (4 pg., double spaced) due Monday, September 17 in class [4 copies]
Revision: (5 pg., double spaced) due Monday, October 1 in class [+ draft with my comments]

Experts often spend a good deal of time interpreting primary source materials.  The same is true in our daily lives, where we often are confronted with a puzzling story or incident and have to make sense out of it.  In doing so, we search for clues, meanings, repetitions, and patterns (or breaks in patterns) so that we can come up with an interpretation that is based on careful analysis.  This is what you will do in your first assignment, but you will also step back to reflect on how you did it.  In other words, you will interpret a puzzling text, but you will also think critically about how and why you came up with a certain interpretation.  

Your task is to examine the interpretation you came up with in order to write about how you came to that interpretation (as opposed to what your interpretation is).  You are not expected to argue for your interpretation of the text by using the quotes you’ve selected to support your perspective.  Instead, reflect and examine your interpretation in order to explain how your specific process of constructing meaning might say something significant about how we all interpret in general.

To do this, consider the following questions:
· How did you decide what means what?  
· How did you come up with your perspective?   
· What might you say about how you went about interpreting the story?  
· To what extent do you think your interpretation would be the one any reader would come up with, and to what extent is it unique?  
· To what extent – i.e., exactly where and how – might you argue that the story’s meaning lies in the actual story or in your own head?  
· Was your interpretation influenced by anyone else? A group? A community? A specific person? 



[bookmark: _GoBack]Please print three (4) copies of your draft.   Staple them and bring them to class on
