English 101
PreDraft D

Task: Building a Basic anecdote
Due: Friday, September 14

Anecdotes are powerful forms of evidence. Anecdotes, or events/short stories, show how an author’s experience is an example of some larger claim. You will be practicing this skill for this assignment. 

First of all, what does an anecdote include? All anecdotes have five elements. The first four actions, characters, situation, and location are the elements that an anecdotes talks about the most. However, the theme (or point of the anecdote) is what all the other four elements are building towards. All anecdotes MUST have a theme, otherwise, why tell it? You wouldn’t tell a story with no point to your friends just like you would not tell an anecdote without a theme. 

With that in mind, think about you are going to create a quick anecdote for how you interpreted your particular reading. Follow the steps below to build this anecdote:

Step 1:
Write out your interpretation at the top of the page. Put 2-3 quotes under it that support your interpretation. 

Now, answer the following questions in a paragraph (4-5 sentences).  How did you interpret your particular reading? What was the order of your thoughts? Why did you interpret your reading in this way? Did any person or group influence you? Did you come up with this yourself? How do these quotes result (or support) your interpretation?

Step 2:
Now take the answers to this paragraph and turn it into an anecdote. Remember, an anecdote is a story, so you have to tell us the story of your interpretation. Where were you? What happened in your head? What happened BEFORE OR DURING your interpretation that might have influenced it? 

Write this story out in 2-3 paragraphs.


Step 3:
Read over your anecdote a couple of times. Then, write out in 2-3 sentences the THEME you are trying to make in your anecdote. What argument are you trying to make or support? Does this anecdote SHOW how you came to this theme? If not, you will need to adjust the THEME and your anecdote so that the events that occurred in your interpretation SUPPORT the theme. In other words, could anyone read your anecdote and say “I was not surprised by this theme.” If that is the case, then you can leave your anecdote alone. IF you need to adjust it, rewrite the anecdote under this step as well.

Print out a copy and bring to class on Friday, September 14. 
